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Join us in Columbus for the 2026 OASSA Annual Fall Conference 

Recharge, learn, and connect with nationally recognized speakers
and relevant sessions focused on the real instructional and
leadership challenges Ohio secondary administrators face. Get
practical updates on state policy and fresh ideas to energize your
team.

Swap stories with fellow leaders, pick up useful tools, and have
some laughs along the way.

Save your spot — join us in October!

DR. JENNIFER SCHWANKE
Superintendent, 

Dublin City Schools

DR. BRYAN DROST
Executive Director of Instructional Innovation, 

North Central Ohio Educational Service
Center

Leading Through The Noise

OASSA FALL
CONFERENCE

Our  Keyno te  Speake r s :

THE HILTON COLUMBUS AT
EASTON

OCTOBER 5-6, 2026REGISTER
TODAY!
MEMBERS: $399
NON-MEMBERS: $499

The Ohio Association of Secondary School Administrators  •  8050 North High Street, Suite 180, Columbus, OH 43235  • www.oassa.org

https://oassa.finalforms-amp.com/groups/3985
https://oassa.finalforms-amp.com/groups/3985


2026 OASSA FALL CONFERENCE AGENDA

TIME/LOCATION PRESENTATION TITLE PRESENTER

7:45 am - 8:40 am Conference Registration/Visit Vendors

8:00 am - 9:00 am
Easton Ballroom

Breakfast Buffet (seating by Zone)

8:30 am - 9:45 am
Easton Ballroom

Awards Ceremony Bob Knisely, Principal, Madison High School and OASSA
Board of Directors President

9:45 am - 9:55 am
Easton Ballroom

Lancer Steel Drum Band Introduced by: Brad Mendenhall, Principal, Lincolnview
Jr./Sr. High School

9:55 am - 10:15 am
Easton Ballroom

Opening Remarks Dr. Timothy Freeman, OASSA Executive Director

10:15 am - 11:45 am
Easton Ballroom

Keynote Presentation: Leading with Heart Dr. Jennifer Schwanke, Superintendent, Dublin City
Schools and Author

11:45 am - 12:45 pm Lunch/Visit Vendors 

Monday Concurrent Sessions A (choose one)

12:45 pm - 1:35 pm
Regent 1

Concurrent Session #1a: The Perkins Academy
Experience : Building Leadership through Internships,
Mentorships, & Partnerships

Tim Obergefell, Social Studies Teacher & Student
Advisor, Perkins High School and Mike Leffler, Computer
Science Teacher, Perkins High School

12:45 pm - 1:35 pm
Regent 2

Concurrent Session #2a: Breaking Down Barriers:
Rethinking What College Board Can Do for Every Student,
Every Path

Autum Barry, College Board

12:45 pm - 1:35 pm
Regent 3

Concurrent Session #3a: Special Education: Building a
System for Consistent Extended School Year (ESY)
Decision-Making

Dr. Benjamin Jenkins, Pupil Services Supervisor,
Olentangy Local Schools, Molly Villio, Assistant Director
of Pupil Services, Olentangy Local Schools and Matt
Bobola, Principal, Licking Heights Middle School

12:45 pm - 1:35 pm
Juniper C

Concurrent Session #4a: Bridging the Gap: Cultivating
Community Partnerships to Create Meaningful Work-
Based Learning Opportunities for All High School
Students

Chris Stiel, Assistant Principal, New Albany High School

12:45 pm - 1:35 pm
Juniper B

Concurrent Session #5a: Legislative Update Barbara Shaner, OASSA Advocacy Specialist 

Monday, October 5, 2026

T I M E / L O C A T I O N D E S C R I P T I O N P R E S E N T E R

5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Meeting Room: TBD

OASSA Board of Directors Meeting

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm Conference Registration

7:00 pm - 10:30 pm
Franklin Room

Hospitality Sponsored by Jostens & Curriculum Associates

Sunday, October 4, 2026
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TIME/LOCATION PRESENTATION TITLE PRESENTER

Monday Concurrent Sessions A - continued (choose one)

12:45 pm - 1:35 pm
Juniper A

Concurrent Session #6a:
OHSAA Update

Doug Ute, OHSAA Executive Director

12:45 pm - 1:35 pm
Easton Ballroom

Concurrent Session #7a: Help! I Need a Reboot! Dr. Jennifer Schwanke, Superintendent, Dublin City
Schools and Author

12:45 pm - 1:35 pm
Lilac

Concurrent Session #8a: Roundtable Discussion for
Middle Level Committee Members

Moderators: Rita Shaffer, Principal, Eversole Run
Middle School and OASSA Board of Directors Middle
Level Representative At-Large and Ryan Imke,
Principal, Tiffin Middle School and OASSA Board of
Directors Zone 5 Director

1:35 pm - 1:45 pm Break/Visit Vendors

Monday Concurrent Sessions B (choose one)

1:45 pm - 2:35 pm
Regent 3

Concurrent Session #1b: Roundtable Discussion for
Women’s Leadership Committee

Moderators: Rachel Rankin, Dean of Students, Trumbull
Career Tech Center and OASSA Board of Directors Zone
7 Director; and Cassi Hynes, Assistant Principal, St.
Clairsville High School OASSA Board of Directors Zone 8
Director

1:45 pm - 2:35 pm
Juniper A

Concurrent Session #2b: Leveling Up Your Evaluation
Model via Teacher Choice, Voice, and Trust

Michael Eyler, Principal, Butler Technology and Career
Development Schools

1:45 pm - 2:35 pm
Regent 2

Concurrent Session #3b: Humanizing the Master
Schedule

Jill Siemer, Assistant Principal, Franklin Heights High
School

1:45 pm - 2:35 pm
Juniper C

Concurrent Session #4b: Getting Started with IMTSS: An
Overview and Lessons from One District

Victoria Lewis, Teaching and Learning Consultant, ESC
of Northeast Ohio; Kristi Sacha, ESC of Northeast Ohio
and Lisa Deliz, Assistant Superintendent, Brooklyn City
Schools

1:45 pm - 2:35 pm
Juniper B

Concurrent Session #5b: Legislative Committee Meeting Barbara Shaner, OASSA Advocacy Specialist; Bob
Knisely, Principal, Madison High School and OASSA
Board of Directors President; and Vincent Suber,
Principal, Wadsworth High School and OASSA Board of
Directors Advocacy At-Large Representative

1:45 pm - 2:35 pm
Easton Ballroom

Concurrent Session #6b: Help!  I Need a Reboot! Dr. Jennifer Schwanke, Superintendent, Dublin City
Schools and Author

1:45 pm - 2:35 pm
Regent 1

Concurrent Session #7b: What Would You Do? Dr. Timothy Freeman, OASSA Executive Director

1:45 pm - 2:35 pm
Lilac

Concurrent Session #8b: Roundtable Discussion for the
Instructional Leadership Committee

Moderators: Aaron Cook, Director of Secondary
Education, Delaware City Schools and OASSA Board of
Directors Zone 10 Director and Ed Klein, Assistant
Superintendent, Chardon Local Schools and OASSA
Board of Directors President-Elect

2:35 pm - 2:45 pm Break/Visit Vendors

Monday, October 5, 2026 (continued)
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TIME/LOCATION PRESENTATION TITLE PRESENTER

2:45 pm - 2:50 pm
Easton Ballroom

Sponsor Announcement Hometown

2:50 pm - 4:25 pm
Easton Ballroom

General Session: The School Leader Paradigm: Hope as the
Currency of Leadership

Dr. Jason Leahy, Executive Director, Illinois Principals
Association

4:25 pm - 4:30 pm Sponsor Announcement Herff Jones & Edmentum

4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Regent Lobby

Networking/Hospitality Sponsored By: Herff Jones & Edmentum

Monday, October 5, 2026 (continued)

Tuesday, October 6, 2026

TIME/LOCATION PRESENTATION TITLE PRESENTER

7:00 am - 8:10 am
Easton Ballroom

Breakfast

8:15 am - 9:45 am
Easton Ballroom

General Session: AI Risks and Responsibilites Dr. Bryan Drost, Executive Director of Instructional
Innovation, North Central Ohio Educational Service
Center

9:45 am - 9:50 am Break

Tuesday Concurrent Sessions A (choose one)

9:50 am - 10:40 am
Easton Ballroom

Concurrent Session #1a: Roundtable Discussion for Assistant
Principals Committee

Moderators: Jenny Britton, West Unit Principal,
Kettering Fairmont High School and OASSA Board of
Directors Assistant Principal At-Large Representative;
and Clay Lavercombe, Assistant Principal, Springboro
High School

9:50 am - 10:40 am
Regent 2

Concurrent Session #2a: From “Have to” to “Get to”:
Reframing the Leadership Burden into Leadership
Opportunity

Dr. Greg Johnson, Principal, West Liberty-Salem High
School

9:50 am - 10:40 am
Regent 3

Concurrent Session #3a: Finding Your Seat at the Leadership
Table

Dr. Jocelyn Cosgrave, Assistant Superintendent, Licking
Heights Local Schools

9:50 am - 10:40 am
Juniper A

Concurrent Session #4a: Leadership: The Good, The Bad,
The Ugly

Holly Griffin, Principal of Satellite Programs, Eastland-
Fairfield Career & Technical Schools

9:50 am - 10:40 am
Juniper B

Concurrent Session #5a: From Compliance to Culture:
Driving Student Discipline and Decision Making

Deepika Scheiderer, Assistant Principal, Benjamin Logan
Middle School and 2026-2027 Middle School Assistant
Principal of the Year 

9:50 am - 10:40 am
Juniper C

Concurrent Session #6a: Leading for Results: Report Cards,
Performance Index, and Building Culture on a Budget

Ryan Patti, Principal, West Geauga High School and
2026-2027 High School Principal of the Year
Presentation

9:50 am - 10:40 am
Regent 1

Concurrent Session #7a: Bridging the Gap: Effective
Supports for the 8th to 9th Grade Transition

Kristen Clausen, Assistant Principal, Dublin Scioto High
School
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TIME/LOCATION PRESENTATION TITLE PRESENTER

10:40 am - 10:45 am Break

Tuesday Concurrent Sessions B (choose one)

10:45 am - 11:35 am
Regent 1

Concurrent Session #1b: Roundtable Discussion for Central
Office/Supervisor Committee

Moderators: Erin Calabrese, Director of Secondary
Curriculum and Instruction, North Royalton Schools and
OASSA Board of Directors Supervisor At-Large
Representative and Steve Verhoff, Director of
Operations, Upper Valley Career Center and OASSA
Board of Directors Career Tech At-Large Representative 

10:45 am - 11:35 am
Juniper A

Concurrent Session #2b: Creating System Alignment to
Increase Student Outcomes

Mark Smithberger, Principal, Berea-Midpark High
School, Sarah Bandza, Coordinator of Academic Affairs,
Berea City Schools and Lori Rodriguez, Instructional
Coach, Berea City Schools

10:45 am - 11:35 am
Regent 3

Concurrent Session #3b: Rural Futures by Design, Not by
Chance

Kristen Mills, Principal, Tri-County North High School

10:45 am - 11:35 am
Regent 2

Concurrent Session #4b: ABC Literacy Introduction Sarah Smith, Ed.D. and Laura Sebastian, MAT, M.Ed.,
University of Cincinnati

10:45 am - 11:35 am
Juniper B

Concurrent Session #5b: Expanding Access to AP World
Languages: Equity, Engagement, and Empowerment

Dr. Sianez Johnson, Unit Principal, Hudson High School
and 2026-2027 High School Assistant Principal of the
Year Presentation

10:45 am - 11:35 am
Juniper C

Concurrent Session #6b: Supporting All Students Entering
Our Doors : Plans and Supports for Students After a Crisis
Situation

Angel King, Principal, Portsmouth Junior Senior High
School and 2026-2027 Middle School Principal of the
Year Presentation

10:45 am - 11:35 am
Easton Ballroom

Concurrent Session #7b: What Would You Do? Dr. Timothy Freeman, OASSA Executive Director

11:35 am - 12:15 pm
Easton Ballroom

Closing General Session: You’ve GOT to Be Kidding Me! Stacy Pollock, OASSA Attorney; and Dr. Timothy
Freeman, OASSA Executive Director

12:15 pm - 12:20 pm
Easton Ballroom

Closing Comments and Adjournment Dr. Timothy Freeman, OASSA Executive Director

Tuesday, October 6, 2026 (continued)

FALL CONFERENCE DATES: October 5-6, 2026

CONFERENCE SITE: The Hilton Columbus at Easton – 3900 Chagrin Drive, Columbus, Ohio 43219

COST: $399 for OASSA Members and $499 for Non-Members

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION LINK: https://oassa.finalforms-amp.com/events
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